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A Message from our PTA President… 
Dear Carnival Volunteers + Attendees, 

I want to express my gratitude to each and 
every one of you for your part in making this 
year's annual BHES Halloween Carnival a huge 
success. An especially big thank you goes to 
Rebecca Robert, Heidi Olmstead, Becky Goad 
and Monique Wiedrich for co-chairing this 
annual event. Great job! And, to the committee, 
another big thanks for your support. 

From games and food, to music and picking out 
that perfect prize, it sure looked like a fun time 
was had by all. So whether you volunteered in 
ANY way or attended, thanks again for making 
the night a big success. 

Sincerely, 

Angela Harmeier 
 

Important Dates: 

The	  Boston Harbor School PTA supports students, parents, and school staff through community building 
events, fundraising, and support of integral classroom and non-classroom programming in the school. 

 

Wednesday 11/4: Early Release + 
Last Day for Wreath Orders 
 

Monday 11/9: Veteran’s Day 
Assembly in Gym @ 11:10 a.m. 
 

Wednesday 11/11:             
Veteran’s Day, No School 
 

Monday 11/16: Picture Re-takes 
—Contact the office! 
 

Wednesday 11/18: MORNING 
PTA Meeting @ 9:30 a.m. +    
Math Night @ 5:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday 11/19:                          
Bear Paw Assembly in a.m. 
 

Friday 11/20: Bear Paw Store—
Help Needed! Contact the office! 
 

Thursday 11/27 + Friday 11/28: 
Happy Thanksgiving!  No School.  

Join Us at a PTA Meeting! 
Monthly PTA meetings are a great way to learn more about PTA activities,      
other school events and to learn from informative guest speakers.  Boston Harbor 
meetings are typically the second Wednesday of the month in the school library   
at 6:00 p.m. Child Care is provided free of charge.  

For the month of November we’re working to accommodate various schedules 
with a morning PTA meeting on Wednesday 11/18 at 9:30 a.m.  (This means free 
coffee and muffins!)  There is no child care for the morning meeting but feel free to 
bring your little ones.  There will be no December meeting, and we’ll kick off a 
new year with our first 2016 meeting on January 13th @ 6:00 p.m. in the library.  
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The stage was set for a 
great time at the 
Annual Halloween 
Carnival, photo 
courtesy of 
kindergarten parent 
Jennifer Huntley. 
 
 
 
Did you or your child 
have their picture taken in 
the photo booth at the 
carnival?  Do you want a 
copy of the image?    
Email communications@ 
bhspta.org 

Thank you for making our fall 
book fair a success!  Mrs. Post now 
has approximately $250 to spend at 
Orca for new books for the library, 
and many of our students have 
spent many an hour with their new 
books at home.  Thank you to Kate 
Scriven for her countless hours of 
planning, organization and support 
for the book fair! 

Do you have suggestions for how 
we can make the book fair even 
better in the future?  Email your 
ideas: communications@bhspta.org 
 

More Books = More Fun 
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First, thanks for volunteering in our sweet little library! I’m really feeling 
blessed with so many skilled and helpful parents offering their time and 
energy. 

Next, thank you to Kate Scriven and Orca Books for help with the fall book fair!  
I also had a blast at the WLMA conference and was inspired, motivated and in 
awe of all that librarians do across the state. I look forward to implementing 
some of the curriculum-related information I learned at the conference. 

And finally, the children are expanding their understanding of the library and 
doing a fabulous job learning how to look up a title or author in our Destiny 
catalog system, what a call number is, how to find a book (and the book’s 
genre) and more. These skills can transfer to any library in the world. My goal 
is to have all grades third and up be independent in the library. Also, during 
recess, the children can brush up on their typing skills via Typing Club or 
simply relax with a great book. Next, I want to teach the Dewey Decimal 
system so classes can better navigate through all of the popular non-fiction 
books. (First I 
have to 
rearrange the 
books and finish 
getting labels 
up!) 

I love this 
library, tiny 
school, devoted 
staff and the 
articulate 
students.  

Boston Harbor Library News 
by Maggie Post 

Concentrating on Writer’s Workshop 
with Mrs. Post, in the library. 
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Buy a Wreath, Help Send  
5th Graders to Camp Cispus 

Tomorrow is the last day to order a holiday 
wreath!  Profits support outdoor education 
for our fifth graders at Camp Cispus. Order 
a lush 22” holiday wreath with pinecones 
for $22. Just download a PDF order form or 
fill one out in the school office.  Wreaths are 
delivered to school the week of Monday, 
November 23rd. Buy one for all of your 
relatives and the neighbors too! 
 

GRIT Time + Bear Paw Store Volunteers Needed 
• Are you wondering how you can maximize the time you have to volunteer 

during the school day? Please contact the office if you are interested in 
helping out! GRIT Time is daily from 1:00 - 1:25 p.m. and consists of reading 
with students and/or small groups, and helping out with math activities.  You 
can come in one day a week or more! 

• The Bear Paw Store is once a month.  2-3 volunteers are needed to help students 
purchase items from the store with the Bear Paws they have earned. It's a fun 
job, and an essential support for the Bear Paw system.  Contact Ms. Bogart if 
you can participate. 

 

This week we're kicking off a fall fundraiser with Equal 
Exchange, featuring beautiful (and delicious!) fair trade 
goods.  You can learn more at equalexchange.coop.  Look 
for information in your child's backpack. We appreciate 
the work they do, and our school will earn 40% of profits 
if you order through the catalog.  
Get a jump start on your holiday gift lists!  Orders will be 
delivered to the school. 

•  

Holiday PTA Fundraiser 
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- The busy holiday season is right around the corner!  Shopping with Scrip is a 
wonderful way to take care of your gift giving while, at the same time, supporting 
the Boston Harbor PTA. Remember the PTA gets a percentage of every Scrip gift 
card sold while you receive the full value.  We’ll have information out soon about 
how you can order through Scrip this fall to support our school. 

Consider shopping for Scrip for your holiday meals, gift giving and, as always, for 
your everyday purchases such as food, clothing and gas.  For a complete list of 
available Scrip gift cards go to www.glscrip.com. 
 

- Have you checked out the PTA website? bhspta.org  There’s a handy calendar, 
weekly updates + more! We’re also on Facebook.  Are you?! 
facebook.com/BostonHarborPTA  

- Do you have something you’d like us to add to the monthly PTA newsletter?  
Submit info and/or photos by the 25th of the month for publication by the 5th of 
the following month: communications@bhspta.org 
 
 
 

News to Note: 

PBIS Presentation at the October PTA Meeting 
PTA meetings this year will often include guest speakers and extra information 
for parents.  Our September meeting featured Olympia School District 
Superintendent Cvitanich.  October’s meeting included a presentation by Kendra 
Belson, PBIS Coordinator (Positive Behavioral Intervention Strategies) for the 
OSD. Kendra is also the Boston Harbor school psychologist. Kendra reviewed the 
theory behind PBIS and the impact of behavior on student performance; research 
shows the single most common reason students are removed from classrooms is 
due to behavior issues. 

At Boston Harbor, our PBIS is centered around the Bear Basics. Mrs. Brotherton 
elaborated on the use of the Bear Basics, Bear Paw Tickets, Bear Paw Assemblies 
and the Bear Paw Store as components of the BHS PBIS system. Mrs. Brotherton 
noted that our kids are extremely engaged with the Bear Basics and the system has 
been a positive support for our school. 

Do you want to learn more?  You can find PTA meeting minutes at bhspta.org.  
November’s meeting will include a short presentation about upcoming school levies. 


